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Lesson Eleven: 
Resurrection of the Dead 

 

 
There are several different resurrections noted in the Old and New Testaments with 
which the study is concerned. You can categorize these into three major groups:  

1) bodily resurrection; 2) the spiritual resurrections of believers; and 3) the future 
resurrection of all men unto judgment and reward. Therefore this subject of the 
resurrection of the dead is inseparably linked with the teaching on Eternal Judgment. 

 
But the central focus must be kept clear. The resurrection of Christ Jesus is the 

foundational truth of the good news of the Gospel of the Kingdom. The resurrection of 
Jesus is the hinge of all history past, present and future.  
 

 
I. SEVEN DISTINCT RESURRECTIONS 

While this subject can be broken down into three simple categories: past, present 
and future resurrections; I have chosen to broaden this into seven distinct 
resurrections. Let us begin by considering an overview of each of these distinct 

forms of resurrection. 
 

A. Past Bodily Resurrections Recorded in Scripture 

 
1. Examples in the Old Testament  

 
a) Isaac as a type – Genesis 22:1-19 and Hebrews 11:17-19 
b) Elijah raises widow’s son – I Kings 17:17-24 

c) Elijah taken up into heaven as a type – II Kings 2:1,11 
d) Elisha and the Shunamite’s son – II Kings 4:18-37 
e) Enoch as a type – Genesis 5:23-24 

f) Also note Hebrews 11:35 
 

2. Examples in the New Testament 
 

a) Lazarus the friend of Jesus – John 11:44 

b) Synagogue ruler’s daughter – Mark 5:41-42 
c) Believers at the crucifixion of Jesus – Matthew 27:50-54 

d) Two witnesses – Revelation 11:1-13 
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B. Past Bodily Resurrection of Christ  
(This point will be highlighted here and expounded on in a full manner later 

in this teaching.) 
 

1. Matthew 28:5-10 
2. Mark 16:5-13 
3. Luke 24:1-7 

4. John 20:1-9 
 

C. The Present Resurrection of the Believer in a Spiritual Sense 

 
1. Christ made Himself one with sinners and we share in His death, 

burial, resurrection and ascension. 
 

a) Romans 6:1-11; Colossians 2:12 

b) Ephesians 2:1-10; Galatians 2:19-20 
c) II Corinthians 5:14-17 

 
2. Evidences of this Spiritual Resurrection: 

 

a) Purity – Romans 6:11 
b) Newness of life – Romans 6:4 
c) A new master – II Corinthians 5:15 

d) Minds set on new things – Colossians 3:1-2 
 

D. Past Resurrections in Church History 
Jesus commissioned His disciples, according to Matthew 10:8, to “Heal the 
sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons.” Acts 26:8 goes on 

to state, “Why is it considered incredible among you people if God does raise 
the dead?” There are numerous accounts of resurrections of the dead 

through the years of church history. 
 

E. Present Day Resurrections in Church History 
I am personally aware of several accounts of recent resurrections of the dead 
in the past few years. Some examples are: 

 
1. From the life of Mahesh Chavda. 

2. From the ministry of Iris Ministries in Mozambique, Africa. 
3. From the current day ministry of David Hogan in Mexico. 
4. From testimony of ministry in Cambodia. 

5. From testimony of ministry in Haiti with Joel Juene. 
6. From testimony of Evald Ruffy in Czech Republic. 
7. A coming revival of the Resurrection of the Dead. 
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8. At a recent apostolic summit to discuss current events, controversies 
and trends in the Body of Christ, the following was concluded: 

 
a) We believe in raising the dead. 

b) It is our apostolic assignment to do what we can to receive and 
accelerate the coming movement of the resurrection of the dead in 
North America. 

c) We recognize a biblical precedent for the possibility of a person 
being raised from the dead up to four days after expiring. 

 

F. The Future Bodily Resurrection of Believers 
(This point will be highlighted here and expounded upon later in this lesson.) 

 
1. Matthew 24:31 

And He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet and they will 
gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to 
the other.  
 

2. John 5:25 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming and now is, when the dead 
will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. 

 
3. John 6:39-40 

“This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I 
lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day. For this is the will of My 
Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have 
eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.”   

 
G. The Future Personal Resurrection of Unbelievers to Judgment 

(This point will be highlighted here and expounded upon later in this lesson 
and in the teaching on Eternal Judgment.) 

 
1. Acts 24:15 

Having a hope in God, which these men cherish themselves, that there 
shall certainly be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked.  
 

2. John 5:28-29 
“Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the 

tombs will hear His voice, and will come forth; those who did the good 
deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a 
resurrection of judgment.”  
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II. THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST 
 

A. Five Key Points Concerning the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 

1. Foretold in the Old Testament: 
 

a) Acts 2:24-31 quoting Psalm 16, where David’s words find ultimate 

fulfillment in Christ. “Because you will not abandon me to the 
grave, nor will you let your Holy One decay.” (Psalm 16:10) 

b) Psalm 71:20-21 
c) Acts 2:30-31 
 

2. Foretold by Christ Jesus Himself: 
 

Matthew 16:21 
From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to 
Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third day. 

 
Matthew 17:22-23 

And while they were gathering together in Galilee, Jesus said to them, 
“The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men; and they 
will kill Him, and He will be raised on the third day.” And they were 
deeply grieved. 

 
3. Historical Event with Eyewitness Testimony – I Corinthians 15:5-6 

And that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. After that He 
appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom 
remain until now, but some have fallen asleep. 

  

4. Central to the Gospel Message – I Corinthians 15:3-4 
For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was 
buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures. 

 
5. Critical Doctrine for Salvation – Romans 10:9 

If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart 

that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; (NASB) 
 

B. What Christ’s Resurrection Accomplished 
 

1. Designates Jesus as the Son of God – Acts 2:32-33; Romans 1:4 

2. Death is defeated – Revelation 1:18; Romans 6:9 
3. Justification – Romans 4:25 

4. Sanctification – Romans 6:4 
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5. Glorification – I Corinthians 15:42-43 
6. Jesus reigns supreme – Matthew 28:19; Ephesians 1:20-23 

7. There is a man on the throne – Hebrews 10:12 
8. Have a new hope – I Peter 1:3 

9. Future judgment assured – Acts 17:31 
 
 

III. THE ULTIMATE RESURRECTION OF ALL WHO ARE IN THE GRAVE 
 

A. Man is a Triune Being 

 
I Thessalonians 5:23  

May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May 
your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Hebrews 4:12  

For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged 
sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it 
judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 
 
Man being made in the image and likeness of God is a triune being: spirit, 
soul and body (see Genesis 1:26-27). At death, each part returns to the place 

of its origin (see Ecclesiastes 12:7). 
 

The body returns to the dust from where it came (see Genesis 2:7). The spirit 
and the soul return to God. 

 

B. The Dead confined to Sheol or Hades 
 

Isaiah 14:9-10  

The grave below is all astir to meet you at your coming; it rouses the spirits of 
the departed to greet you— all those who were leaders in the world; it makes 
them rise from their thrones— all those who were kings over the nations.  They 
will all respond, they will say to you, “You also have become weak, as we are; 
you have become like us.” 
 
Until Christ’s resurrection all of the dead were confined in Sheol or Hades. 

There were two parts of Sheol or Hades, one a place of comfort and rest, and 
one a place of torment. Read Luke 16:19-31 for details concerning the lesson 
of “Lazarus and the rich man”. (Note the Hebrew word “Sheol” and the Greek 

word “Hades” are the same place.) 
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C. The Believer’s Destination at Death 
 

Acts 7:55-56  
But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of 
God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see 
heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 
 

Acts 7:59-60  
While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 
Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against 
them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep. 

 
After death the resurrection of Jesus, when a believer departs from  
this world, they are ushered into the presence of God. Also see  
Philippians 1:21-24 concerning statements from Paul’s life.   

 
II Corinthians 5:6-9  

Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home 
in the body we are away from the Lord. We live by faith, not by sight. We are 
confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with 
the Lord. So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the 
body or away from it. 

 

D. God Has Precise Record of our Earthly Bodies 
 

Matthew 10:30  
And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered.  
 

Luke 21:16-18  
You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers, relatives and friends, and 
they will put some of you to death. All men will hate you because of me. But 
not a hair of your head will perish. 
 
The material, earthly elements were appointed and prepared beforehand by 
God for making our bodies. God has kept a precise record of this. Our hairs 
on our head are even numbered. Also read Psalm 139:13-16 for David’s 

detailed account of the attributes of God as displayed in the formation of 
man’s human, physical body. 

 
E. God Will Regather Our Bodies 

 

I Corinthians 15:51-52  
Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— 
in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 
sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 
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At the time of resurrection, God will regather and reconstruct our very 
physical bodies. Consider that Jesus gave proof to His disciples after His 

death, burial and resurrection of His identity with the reality of His body. 
 

Luke 24:39-40  
Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does 
not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.” When he had said this, he 
showed them his hands and feet. 
 
John 20:27 

Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 
 
At the resurrection every element and member of the original physical body, 
foreordained, numbered and recorded by God, will by God’s amazing power 

and knowledge, once again be regathered and reconstructed- a perfect and 
glorified body. 

 
F. Three Phases 

 

I Corinthians 15:20-24  
But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who 
have fallen asleep. For since death came through a man, the resurrection of 
the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all 
will be made alive. But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when 
he comes, those who belong to him. Then the end will come, when he hands 
over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, 
authority and power. 
 
The scriptures depict three phases in which this ultimate resurrection will 
take place. 

  
1. Christ Himself raised from the dead 

2. Those who believe in Christ share in His resurrection 
3. There will also be a resurrection of the wicked for purpose of judgment 

and punishment. 

 
Also note: John 5:25, 28, 29 and Ephesians 2:1, 5:14 
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IV. Some Practical Applications 
 

A. The Gospel Hinges on the Resurrection – I Corinthians 15:12-18  
But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some 
of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection 
of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been 
raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. More than that, we are 
then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God 
that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead 
are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised 
either. And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in 
your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 

 
B. Personal Holiness 
 

1. I John 3:3  
2. Titus 2:11-14 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 
instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live 
sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed 
hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ 
Jesus, who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, 
and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for 
good deeds. 

 

C. Personal Encouragement, Hope and Comfort 
 

1. I Peter 1:3 

2. I Thessalonians 5:9-11 
3. I Thessalonians 4:13-18 

 

D. Balance in the Christian Life 
 

1. Matthew 24:36 
2. Matthew 24:45-51 
3. Matthew 25:1-13 

 
E. Motivation to Persevere 

 
Romans 8:17-18  
Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with 
Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in 
his glory. I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with 
the glory that will be revealed in us. 
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F. His Resurrection Power 
 

1. Philippians 3:10 
That I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the 
fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 
 

2. Ephesians 1:17-20 

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to 
you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him. {I pray 
that} the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know 
what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His 
inheritance in the saints, and what is the surpassing greatness of His 
power toward us who believe. {These are} in accordance with the 
working of the strength of His might which He brought about in Christ, 
when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in 
the heavenly {places,} 

 

3. Romans 8:11 
But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He 
who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal 
bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. 
 

4. Romans 1:4 

Who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from 
the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Answers to these questions can be found in the back of the study guide.  

 

Fill in the blank 

1.  The resurrection of Jesus is the _____________________ of all history past, present, 

and future. 

2.  But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who 

raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give ____________ to your mortal bodies. 

3.  The resurrection of the wicked is for the purpose of _________________________ 

and ____________________________. 
 
Multiple Choice: Choose the best answer from the list below: 

  A. satan B. miracles C. ungodliness D. resurrection  

 

4.  The __________________________ of Christ Jesus is the foundational truth of the 

good news of the Gospel of the Kingdom. 

5.  The grace of God brings salvation to everyone, instructs us to deny _______________ 

and to live godly, and look for the appearing of Christ.  
 

True or False 

6.  The resurrection of Christ was foretold in the Old Testament. _____ 

7.  Since death came through a man (Adam), the resurrection of the dead comes also 

through a man (Jesus). _____ 

8.  At the time of resurrection, God will do away completely with our former  

physical bodies. _____ 
 
Scripture Memorization 

9.  Write out and memorize Acts 24:15. 

 

 

 

10. What was the primary insight you learned from this lesson? 

 

 



 

Answers to the Reflective Questions 

 

 

Lesson Eleven 
1.  hinge 
2.  life 

3.  judgment; punishment 
4.  D – resurrection 

5.  C – ungodliness 
6.  True 
7.  True 

8.  False 
 

 


