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Lesson Two: 
The Word of God 

 

 
The Bible, the Word of God, is not an ordinary book written by men. Rather it is God’s 
own Word composed through men who were inspired and moved upon by the Holy 

Spirit. The Scriptures are God’s gift to everyone everywhere to reveal God’s plan of 
salvation, purpose, and destiny. 
 

We should value and cherish the Word of God as if it was God Himself speaking to us 
directly and personally. It will cleanse us, encourage us, sanctify us, and make us 

partakers of the nature of God. It will give us wisdom and power to overcome the devil 
and the powers of darkness and to live a victorious life in Christ Jesus. 
 

 
I. THE AUTHORITY OF THE WORD OF GOD 

 
A. The Source of the Word of God 
 

1. II Timothy 3:16 – by inspiration of God 
2. II Peter 1:20-21 – by movement of the Holy Spirit 
3. Psalm 119:89 – settled in Heaven 

4. Psalm 119:160 – true from the beginning 
 

God’s Word originated in heaven. God “breathed” by His Spirit and men were 
inspired and became channels through whom His Word was given to 
mankind. According to John 10:35, Jesus called the scriptures the Word of 

God and declared that the “scriptures cannot be broken.” 
 

B. The Purpose of the Word of God 

 
1. II Timothy 3:16 – doctrine, correction, reproof, instruction 

2. II Timothy 3:17 – to be made complete, equipped for all good works 
3. I Peter 2:2 – milk for new born babes 
4. Matthew 4:4 – bread for those growing up 

5. Hebrews 5:12-14 – strong meat for those spiritually mature 
6. Job 23:12 – more than necessary food 

7. Jeremiah 15:16 – becomes a joy and source of rejoicing 
 

C. Benefits of God’s Word 

 
1. Psalm 119:9 – keeping your way pure 
2. Psalm 119:11 – keep you from sin 

3. I John 2:14 – be made strong, overcome the devil 
4. Psalm 119:105 – lamp to feet, light to path 

5. Psalm 119:130 – light, understanding 
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6. Proverbs 4:20-22 – health to all their flesh 
7. John 15:3 – made clean 

8. John 17:17 – sanctifies them 
9. Acts 20:32 – build up, release inheritance 

10. II Peter 1:4 – divine nature, escape corruption 
 
 

II. GOD’S WORD IS A SOURCE OF POWER 
 

A. A Dividing Power as a “Sword” – Hebrews 4:12 

 
B. A Reflecting Power as a “Mirror” – James 1:22-25 

 
C. A Cleansing Power as a “Detergent” – Ephesians 5:26, John 15:3 

 

D. A Reproductive Power as a “Seed” – I Peter 1:23 
 

E. A Nourishing Power as “Food” – I Peter 2:2 
 

F. A Guiding Power as a “Lamp” – Psalm 119:105, II Peter 1:19 

 
G. The Power of the Gospel unto Salvation – Romans 1:16 

 

 
III. RECEIVING HIS WORD – WHAT WILL IT DO FOR US? 

When we receive His Word into our hearts and lives, we then appropriate its 
benefits. According to Isaiah 55:11, God’s Word will not return void! It will 
accomplish its intended purpose. God’s Word will prosper and be productive in 

your life! In other words, God’s Word works! 
 
A. Produces Faith – Romans 10:17 

 
B. Brings Peace – Philippians 4:7, Isaiah 55:8-12 

 
C. Cleanses Our Way – Psalm 119:9 

 

D. Begins Process of Change – Psalm 19:7 
 

E. Causes Transformation – Romans 12:2 
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IV. HOW TO STUDY YOUR BIBLE 
Every believer needs to know the Word of God. Paul’s apostolic word to his 

disciple Timothy is still our guiding light today. “Be diligent to present yourself 
approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, handling 
accurately the word of truth.” 

 
As we follow Paul’s direction and learn to study the word of God with others and 

for ourselves, our light will grow brighter and brighter and our way will be made 
sure. 

 
A. Why Should We Study the Bible? 

 

1. Jesus said we should, “Search the scriptures…” (John 5:39). Those who 
searched the scriptures daily were commended as being “noble” (Acts 

17:11). 
 

2. Solomon, the wisest man of his day stated, “My son, attend my words; 
incline thine ear unto my sayings. Let them not depart form thine eyes; 
keep them in the midst of thine heart. For they are life unto those that 
find them, and health to all their flesh.” (Proverbs 4:20-22). 

 

3. Peter taught that as newborn babes we are to desire the milk of the 
Word (I Peter 2:2-4). Drink deeply and be satisfied! 

 

4. Jeremiah gave us the example of “eating” the Word as one eats bread 
for their daily sustenance (Jeremiah 15:16). 

 
5. James also taught us that studying the Word of God is like looking into 

a mirror of liberty where we learn our rights in Christ (James 1:22-25). 

 
B. Practical Tools for Spiritual Growth 

 

1. Read both the text and the context (II Corinthians 1:13, 
Deuteronomy 17:19). Read the scriptures first. Just glean and gain the 

basics. Start with the gospels and then pick up steam from there. 
 

2. Acknowledge what you read. Claim your rights and personalize the 

word for yourself. See the Bible as a now word with God’s thoughts for 
you – today (II Corinthians 2:13). 

 
3. Read prayerfully with the Holy Spirit’s help. Take not of those things 

which stand out (Daniel 10:21). 

 
4. Mark up your Bible! Take notes in it. Personalize it. Put dates, places, 

speaker’s names, thoughts from the Lord, questions, etc. Some use 

colored markers for various subjects. Just don’t leave it in the same 
way when you first received it. Mark it up! 
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5. Study themes such as redemption and ask: A) How? B) When?  

C) Where? D) Why? 
 

6. Study the life of significant people in the Bible and ask: 
 

a) Why did God choose them? 

b) What did they do to comply with God’s requirements? 
c) Investigate the process God used to bring them to the fullness of 

purpose. 

d) Seek out lessons from their lives which you can model as you too 
learn faith and patience (Hebrews 6:12, Romans 15:4). 

 
7. Use a good study Bible and concordance. Do cross referencing in 

your study. Take advantage of the tools available to us today. 

 
8. Use a Strong’s or Young’s Concordance and research the original 

usage of the word. Often the meaning will be clearer to you the deeper 
you dig. 

 

9. If needed, use a Lexicon to study both the etymology of the word and 
other ways it has been translated and other places it appears in 
scripture. 

 
10. Surround yourself with others! Sit under good Bible teachers who 

present both historical and contextual understandings as well as those 
who are walking into today’s current word of the Lord for our 
generation. 

 
11. Let us grow in the Word of God. Let us look into the mirror of His 

Word and gaze upon the beauty of His great Presence. We shall be 

changed (II Corinthians 3:18) as we behold as in a glass the glory of the 
Lord. 

 
 
Remember, this is a relationship with the living Word Himself. It is a delight! It is an 

honor! It is a great privilege with great rewards! Go on a journey with me to discover 
the power of the written and living Word of God! 
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Answers to these questions can be found in the back of the study guide.  

 

Fill in the blank 

1.  The Scriptures are God’s _____________ to everyone everywhere to reveal God’s plan 

of salvation, purpose, and destiny. 

2. When we receive His _________________ into our hearts and lives, we then activate 

its ______________________. 

3. Studying the Word of God is like looking into a ____________________ of liberty 

where we learn our rights in Christ. 
 
True or False 

4.  God’s Word originated in heaven. _____ 

5.  We should value and cherish the Word of God as if it was God Himself speaking to 

us directly and personally. _____ 
 

Short Answer 
6. What are three purposes of the Word of God? 

 
 
 

7. What are three benefits of the Word of God? 
 
 

 
Scripture Memorization 

8.  Write out and memorize Isaiah 55:11. 

 

 

Reflection and Prayer 
9. Reflect on how you read and study the Word of God. Ask the Holy Spirit how He 

wants to lead you into a deeper relationship with the Living Word – Jesus.  
 

10. Review the “Practical Tools for Spiritual Growth” section in this lesson. Write down 
one thing you feel you are doing well right now, one way to enhance what you are 
already doing, and one thing you want to begin.  

 
 



 

Answers to the Reflective Questions 
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1.  gift 

2.  Word; benefits  

3.  mirror 

4. True 

5. True 
6. See section IB 

7. See IC, II and III 
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