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Lesson Three: 
God in Three Persons 

 

 
I. THE THREE IN ONE 
 

A. The Mystery of the Godhead 
The triune nature of the Godhead is one of the most profound mysteries of 
Christianity.  The three distinct “persons” of the Godhead are the Father, the 

Son (Jesus Christ) and the Holy Spirit.  Each of these “persons” is fully God, 
none is less God than the other.  Yet, these three expressions or persons are 

only one God - not three Gods. 
 
A proper perception of the “Trinity” is essential.  The paradox of how there 

can be unity and plurality in God at the same time yet be only one God, has 
been a mystery that has baffled mankind. 

 
These two concepts must be held in balance in order to have a correct view 
of god.  God is one – Father, Son and Holy Spirit! 

 
B. Two Paradoxical Concepts 

The “Trinity” of the God-head involves two paradoxical concepts, the unity of 

God and the distinctions of personhoods within the God-head. 
 

1. Unity Within the Godhead 
 
a) Deut. 6:4 

“Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God, the Lord is one!” 
 

When God took the children of Israel out of Egypt, He called them 

away from the polytheism (worship of many gods) of the 
surrounding nations, telling them that there is only one God in 

heaven – the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
 

b) Exodus 20:3-7 

“You shall have no other gods before me. “You shall not make for 
yourself a graven image, or any likeness of anything that is in 

heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth; you shall not bow down to them or serve them; for I 
the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children to the third and the fourth generation of 
those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to thousands of 
those who love me and keep my commandments. “You shall not 
take the name of the LORD your God in vain; for the LORD will not 
hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain. 
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A major theme throughout the Old Testament is that there are no 
gods but God alone (see Isaiah 43:10, 45:5). In John 17:3 God is 

called the “only true God” because all other gods are false  
(I Cor. 8:4) which the scripture labels “lying vanities.” (Read 

Jeremiah 10:1-6 for more.) 
 

2. Distinction of Persons within the Godhead 

 
a) Genesis 1:26  

“Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness.”  
 

The use of the words “Us” and “Our” in this verse is a reference to 

the three Persons of the Godhead.  These three distinct 
expressions of God are all portrayed at the baptism of Jesus.  

 

b) Luke 3:21-22 
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had 
been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the 
Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form, as a dove, and a 
voice came from heaven, “Thou art my beloved Son; with thee I am 
well pleased.” 

 
Here we see the Son, being empowered by the Holy Spirit, while the 

Father speaks His approval from heaven.  The three Persons of the 
Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Sprit) are indeed Persons, and not 

merely manifestations or modes of God.  Jesus the Son, was sent 
by the Father (I Johns 4:10) and returned to the Father (John 
17:13) at whose right hand He is now seated (Mark 16:9).  The 

Spirit who was promised by the Father, was sent by the Son after 
His ascension (Acts 2:33; Matthew 28:19; II Corinthians 13:14; 
John 14:16, 17, 20-23 are similar examples.) 

 
c) Each of the Persons within the trinity is fully God.  They are not 

merely manifestations of one God.  Manifestations don’t converse 
with one another; neither do they express mutual affection for one 
another.  These are expressions, action and activities of persons, 

not merely manifestation or modes. (See John 17:27, 28; 17:24) 
 

d) God is not divided!  “For in Him (Jesus) all the fullness of Deity 
dwells in bodily form” (Colossians 2:9).  Jesus is no less God than 

the Father Himself (John 1:1).  The scripture also equates the Holy 
Spirit as being God.  When Peter rebuked Ananias, for “lying to the 
Holy Spirit,” he said, “You have not lied to men, but to God” (Acts 

5:3, 4). 
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e) God is one God expressed fully in three persons. Each one is equal 
to the other.  Each one is fully God.  Each one possesses all the 

attributes and characteristics that make up who God is.  Yet they 
are one! 

 
 
II. GOD AS FATHER 

  
A. A God Who Can Be Encountered 

 

1. Exodus 3:13  
“Moses said to God, “Indeed, when I come to the children of Israel and say 
to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they say to me, 
‘What is His Name?’ What shall I say to them?”  

 

This question has been asked throughout the ages by all truth seekers. 
“Who are You?”  “What is Your Name?!” 

 
2. Exodus 3:14  

“And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And He said, “Thus shall you 
say to the children of Israel. ‘I AM has sent me to you.”  
 
Part of the amazing revelation stated here is that God is always “present 

tense.” He is not just the God of the past or “history”.  He is I AM! In fact, 
ponder on the thought, “I AM has sent me to you.” 

 
This is who He is.  He is approachable.  God is personal.  He is now.  He 
is here and wants a living, vibrant relationship with you!  He is God who 

can be and wants to be encountered. 
 

B. The Greatest Revelation of All 

Perhaps the greatest revelation of who God is comes from His inner most 
being - His heart. Yes, He is our Creator.  Yes, He is El Shaddai.  But the 

Lord God Almighty is our Father. 
 
Paul, the bondservant of our Lord Jesus Christ, reveals this to us in his 

opening remarks in his epistle to the church at Ephesus.  “Grace to you and 
peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ”  (Ephesians 1:2). But 

this revelation of who God is unfolds even more in Ephesians 3:14-15, “For 
this reason I bow my knees to the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ from whom 
the whole family in heaven and earth is named.”   
 
Ponder it . . .  Reflect . . .  Pause . . . 

 
God wants a family.  God desires fellowship.  Therefore, He reveals Himself 

as our Father. 
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C. This Revelation of Fatherhood Comes to Us from both the Old and the 
New Covenant 

 
1. From the Old Covenant 

 
a) Deut. 32:6 – Is He not your Father? 
b) Psalm 68:5-6 – Father to the Fatherless 

c) Psalm 103:13 – Father to His children 
d) Isaiah 9:6 – His Name shall be called 
e) Malachi 2:10 – One Father 

 
2. From the New Covenant 

 
a) Matt. 7:11 – How much more 
b) Matt. 23:9 – For One is your Father 

c) Luke 11:2 – When you pray say 
d) John 1:14 – Begotten of the Father  

e) I Cor. 8:5-6 – One God, the Father 
f) Ephesians 4:6 - One God and Father 
g) Philippians 2:11 – To the glory 

h) Hebrews 12: 9 – Father of spirits 
 
 

III. JESUS AS MESSIAH 
 

A. Who Do You Say That I Am? 
According to Matthew 16:13-14, when Jesus came into the region of 
Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, “Who do men say that I, the Son of 
Man, am?” So they said, “Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 
 

1. John the Baptist  
John had already been beheaded and some were saying the Jesus was 

John brought back from the dead? Why? Perhaps Jesus’ prophetic 
message was like that of John’s. Perhaps it was the crowds that had 

once followed John the Baptist who were now following the Christ. 
Perhaps it was the miracles or maybe even a guilty conscious of the one 
replying (Matthew 14:1-12). 

 
2. Elijah the Prophet  

Possibly the listeners remembered the words of the prophet Malachi as 
written in Malachi 4:5, in which God promised to send the prophet Elijah 
to earth before the “great and dreadful day of the Lord.” Perhaps again, it 

was the type of prophetic ministry that Jesus walked in seemed similar 
to that of Elijah’s. 
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3. Jeremiah the Prophet 
Jeremiah was known as a “weeping prophet.” As the new followers of 

Jesus had observed his life, some of them referred to Him as Jeremiah. 
Probably this was due to the lifestyle of compassion that He exemplified 

amongst the people. 
 

B. But Who Do You Say I Am? 

Jesus, the Son of God, asked the question that has to be answered by each 
person through out the ages, “Who do you say I am?” 
 
He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered and 
said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus answered and said 
to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not 
revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 16: 15-17). 

 
1. The Most Important Question  

Ultimately, this is the question each man and woman must answer: Who 

do you say that Jesus is? This is the most important question anyone 
will be asked in this life. It requires your most significant answer. The 
answer to this one question will determine each person’s present and 

future destiny. 
 

2. Jesus Confronts Peter  
Jesus directs his pointed question to Peter. Peter declares that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of the living God. Jesus responds to Peter that his 

natural senses did not reveal this to him. 
 

3. Jesus Confronts Each of Us  
It took the “spirit of revelation” for Peter to move from the natural to the 
supernatural dimension. It is the same for each person. It takes God the 

Holy Spirit to reveal to us that Jesus is the Son of God! 
 

C. The New Covenant – Jesus the Messiah Fulfills 

 
1. Jeremiah 31: 31-34 

Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah. Not 
according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I 

took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant 
which they broke, though I was a husband to them, says the Lord. But 
this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 
days, says the Lord: I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their 
hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.  
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No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man his brother, 
saying, “Know the Lord,” for they all shall know Me, from the least of them 
to the greatest of them, says the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, and 
their sin I will remember no more. 

 
2. Isaiah 42:9 

Behold, the former things have come to pass, And new things I declare; 
before they spring forth I tell you of them.  
 
The Hebrew word for New Covenant is chadesh. It is defined as “fresh,” 

“new thing.” It is used only 48 times in the scriptures. This word is used 
in Isaiah 42:9. 

 
3. Ezekiel 36: 25-27 

Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean; I will 
cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols. I will give you 
a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone 
out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit within 
you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My 
judgments and do them. 

 
4. Ezekiel 11:19-20 

Then I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within them, 
and take the stony heart out of their flesh, and give them a heart of flesh, 
that they may walk in My statutes and keep My judgments and do them; 
and they shall be My people, and I will be their God. 

 
5. II Corinthians 5:19-21 

That is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not 
imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of 
reconciliation. For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we 
might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

 

6. Colossians 1:20-22 
And by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on 
earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His 
cross. And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by 
wicked works, yet now He has reconciled in the body of His flesh through 

death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His 
sight. 
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7. Hebrews 13:20, 21 
Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, 
that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting 
covenant, make you complete in every good work to do His will, working in 
you what is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
IV. THE PERSON OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 

A. The Third Person of the Godhead 
 

1. From the Words of Jesus 
 

a) John 16:13-15 

However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you 
into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but 
whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to 
come. He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is mine and declare 
it to you. All things that the Father has are mine. Therefore I said 
that He will take of mine and declare it to you. 

 
b) Acts 1:8 

But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come  
upon you… 

 
2. The Most Overlooked Person of the Godhead 

 

a) Of the eternal Godhead which we have studied – God the Father, 
Jesus Christ the Son, and the Holy Spirit – The Holy Spirit seems 
to be the most misunderstood and least appreciated. Yet the Holy 

Spirit is the most vital and intimate aspect of our personal 
conversion, growth in Christ and the ongoing building of God’s 

glorious Kingdom on the earth. 
 

b) Part of this misunderstanding comes from the fact that His work is 

NEVER to call attention to Himself but only to exalt the Lord Jesus 
(John 16:14). 

 
B. The Holy Spirit is a Person 

The Spirit is more than a mere influence as some suggest…He is a real 

person with mind, feelings and will just like the Father and the Son. 
 

1. The Holy Spirit was sent by the Father to take the place of Jesus in the 

earth. Jesus said, “It is to your advantage that I go away…”  
(John 16:7-15). 
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2. The promise, “He will guide you…whatever He hears…He will 
speak…He shall glorify Me…” (John 16:13, 14) 

 
3. He speaks. (Acts 8:29) (to Philip)  

 
4. He strives. (Genesis 6:3)  

 

5. He can be lied against. (Acts 5:3)  
 

6. He can be grieved. (Ephesians 4:30)  
 

7. He can be sinned against. (Mark 3:29)  

 
8. He searches all things. (I Corinthians 2:10-11)  

 
9. He makes intercession for us. (Romans 8:26)  

 

10. He distributes gifts. (I Corinthians 2:11)  
 

11. He is called the Counselor. (John 15:26)  

 
12. He is called the Comforter or Helper. (John 14:26) 

 
C. The Deity of the Holy Spirit 

“The personality and deity of the Holy Spirit are practical teachings, for it is 

by the activity of this divine being that the gospel of salvation in Jesus Christ 
is made clear to us and changes  our lives. He is the key to a vital and truly 

personal religion” (James Montgomery Boice). 
 

1. He is specifically called God. (Acts 5:4; II Cor. 3:17)  

 
2. He is eternal. (Hebrew 9:14)  
 

3. He is omnipresent. (Psalms 139:7)  
 

4. He is the Spirit of Life. (Romans 8:2) 
 
5. He is the Spirit of Truth. (John 16:13)  

 
6. The Spirit participated in creation. (Genesis 1:2)  

 
7. He participates in regeneration. (John 3:8)  
 

8. Jesus was raised from the dead by the Spirit. (Romans 8:11) 
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V. THE AMAZING LOVE OF GOD 
 

A. I John 3:1 – Behold, the Love of God 
See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called 
children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, 
because it did not know Him. 

 

B. John 3:16 – God so Loved the World 
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” 

 
Compare the following verses: 

 
1. I John 4:9, 18 

 

2. Romans 8:31-32 
 

3. Romans 8:38-39 
 

C. I John 5:7 – The Three Are One! 

“For there are three that testify.” 
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Answers to these questions can be found in the back of the study guide.  

 

Fill in the blank 

1.  God is one – __________________, ___________ and ________________________. 

2.  The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is a God who can be and wants to be 

_______________________________. 

3. God reveals Himself as our _________________ because He wants a ________________. 
 
Multiple Choice: Choose the best answer from the list below: 

  A. slavery B. polytheism C. persons D. manifestations  

 

4.  When God took the children of Israel out of Egypt, He called them away from the 

________________________ of the surrounding nations.  

5.  God is one God expressed fully in three ______________________.  

 
True or False 

6.  The triune nature of the Godhead is one of the most profound mysteries of 

Christianity. _____ 

7.  The three expressions or persons of the Trinity are three Gods. _____ 

8. The answer to the question “Who do you say Jesus is?” determines each person’s 

present and future destiny. _____ 
 

Scripture Memorization 
9. Write out and memorize 1 John 3:1 
 

 
 

Reflection and Prayer 
10. Review “The Holy Spirit is a Person” and “The Deity of the Holy Spirit” sections in 

this lesson. Write down what kind of relationship you desire to have with the Holy 

Spirit. Then talk to the Holy Spirit about these desires. 
 
 



 

Answers to the Reflective Questions 

 
 

Lesson Three 
1.  Father, Son, Holy Spirit 

2.  encountered 
3.  Father; family 
4.  B – polytheism 

5.  C – persons 
6.  True 

7.  False 
8. True 
 


