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Lesson Seven: 
Faith Towards God 

 

 
Faith is a constant, abiding trust in something. In Hebrews 6:1-3 it is called faith 
towards God, not faith in feelings, circumstances, or even people. True faith is in the 

present tense as distinguished from hope, which is future oriented. Faith comes after 
repentance and is of the heart, not of the mind. 
 

Faith in God gives us the ability to believe His word and appropriate it in our lives. The 
importance of faith can be seen in the fact that it is impossible to please God without 

it. “And without faith, it is impossible to please Him; for he who comes to God must 
believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him” (Hebrews 11:6).  

 
We can believe and have faith in God because of who He is. Not only is God’s word 
true, but God Himself is trustworthy and cannot lie. Therefore, put your whole trust in 

Him and you will not be disappointed. 
 
 

I. FAITH DEFINED 
 

A. Primary Scripture – Hebrews 11:1 
 

1. Amplified Version - NOW FAITH is the assurance (the confirmation, the 
title deed) of the things [we] hope for, being the proof of things [we] do not 
see and the conviction of their reality [faith perceiving as real fact what is 
not revealed to the senses]. 

 
2. New American Standard Version - Now faith is the assurance of things 

hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 
 

3. New International Version - Now faith is being sure of what we hope 
for and certain of what we do not see. 

 
B. From the Greek New Testament 

 

1. Noun – pistis:  
a) That which causes trust and faith 1) faithfulness, reliability; 2) 

solemn promise, oath; 3) proof, pledge; 

b) Trust, confidence, faith (in the active sense) 
c) That which is believed (body of faith or belief, doctrine)  
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2. Verb – pisteuo:  
a) Believe (in) something, be convinced of something;  

b) Trust, believe (in) God or Christ (not only in the sense of trust and 
reliance upon God’s willingness and ability to help and save). 

 
C. Faith is a Present Reality! 

It means belief, faithfulness, reliability, trust, confidence, firm persuasion, 

assurance, or firm conviction. 
 
“Assurance” in the Greek is the word used for “reality” or “actual being” (as 

opposed to what merely seems to be), or the “realization” of something such 
as the realization of a plan. Faith is the “title deed” to the promises of God. 

 
D. Faith as Contrasted with Hope 

Hope is not a present reality, but a desire or expectation of something in the 

future. “But by faith we eagerly await through the Spirit of righteousness that 
for which we hope” (Galatians 5:5). Hope has to do with waiting for 

something, while faith does not. 
 
Derek Prince defined hope as the “Confident expectation of good – a steady 

and persistent optimism.”1 To be a pessimist is to deny our faith, for “we 
know in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have 
been called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28). 
 

Without Christ we can have no such hope (Ephesians 2:12, I Thessalonians 
4:13), for hope is rooted in saving faith (Romans 5:1-5). Both faith and hope 
deal with the realm of things unseen (Romans 8:24, II Corinthians 5:7) and 

are founded upon God’s word (Romans 10:17, 15:4). 
 

E. Faith is a Certainty! 

“Conviction” means proof of evidence and involves a similar idea to the 
present reality of faith. How can we have such certainty? It is because it is 

based upon the word of God. “Consequently, faith comes from hearing the 
message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ” (Romans 

10:17). 
 
Nothing is more certain than the word of God! 

 
1. Romans 4:20-21 

2. Psalm 89:31 
3. Isaiah 55:11 
4. Numbers 23:19 
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F. Faith is Contrasted with Sight 
Faith sees into the realm of the unseen and calls it forth as a present reality. 

“We live by faith not by sight” (II Corinthians 5:7). 
 

1. II Corinthians 4:18 
2. John 3:3 
3. Psalm 27:13 

4. John 11:40 
 

 
II. WHAT CAUSES FAITH TO ARISE? 

Faith is produced in our hearts as we follow Jesus, whereas hope is simply the 

mental expectation of good (compare I Thessalonians 5:8 with Romans 10:8-10). 
There are several ways then that we cause faith to arise in our hearts as we 
receive the word of God. 

 
A. Preaching of the Gospel 

 
1. Titus 1:3 
2. Romans 10:8 

3. I Thessalonians 2:13 
4. John 1:1 

 
B. Through the Written Word 

 

1. Luke 24:44 
2. Psalm 119:105 
3. Acts 17:13 

 
C. In Times of Prayer 

 
1. II Corinthians 12:8-9 
2. Isaiah 65:24 

3. Jeremiah 33:3 
4. Romans 10:17 

 

D. A Word of Testimony or Exhortation 
 

1. John 4:29 
2. Colossians 3:16 
3. Hebrews 4:7 

4. Hebrews 10:23-25 
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E. Dreams, Visions and Supernatural Experiences 
 

1. Acts 2:17 
2. Acts 9:3-6 

3. Acts 27:22-25 
 

F. Audible Voice of God 

 
1. Matthew 3:16-17 
2. Acts 9:4-6, 10 

3. Revelation 1:8 
4. Revelation 22:7, 12-13 

 
 
III. ADDING FAITH TO THE WORD 

We not only receive faith from the word of God but we also base our faith totally 
on it. We treat God’s word as fact and trust circumstances to align themselves 

with it. 
 

A. Sick Woman and Jesus’ Ministry 

 
1. Matthew 9:20-22 
2. Numbers 15:38-41 

 
B. The Life of Abraham and Isaac 

 
1. Hebrews 11:8-12 
2. Genesis 15:1-6 

3. Romans 4:3 
4. Hebrews 11:17-19 
5. Genesis 21:12, 22:1-2 

 
 

IV. FAITH MUST HAVE ACTION OR EXPRESSION 
 

A. From the Life of Noah 

Noah by faith moved in the fear of the Lord and built the ark (Hebrews 11:7). 
 

B. From the Life of Moses 
Moses, by faith, was hidden by his parents and came into refuge, safety and 
into his divine appointment (Hebrews 11:23). 

 
C. Peter and the Lame Man 

The lame man was healed when Peter released his faith to reach down and 

pull him up (Acts 3:1-8). 
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D. Woman with the Issue of Blood 
The woman with the issue of blood was healed when, by faith, she touched 

Jesus’ garment (Mark 5:25-34). 
 

 
V. THE IMPORTANCE OF FAITH 

 

A. Saved by Faith 
 

1. Ephesians 2:8 

2. Romans 5:1 
 

B. The Just Shall Live by Faith 
 

1. Romans 1:17 

2. Hebrews 10:38 
 

C. Kept by Faith 
 

1. I Peter 1:5 

2. I John 5:4 
 

D. Healed by Faith 

 
1. James 5:15 

2. Acts 3:16 
3. Mark 5:21-24 

 

E. Takes Faith to Please God 
 

1. Hebrews 11:5-6 

2. Luke 1:31, 35 
 

 
VI. LIVING BY FAITH 

Faith is not only the way to enter a life in Christ, but is the only way we can 

continue. Living by faith affects our whole lifestyle, even the food we eat (Romans 
14). Everything we do must issue forth from faith in God, for “everything that 

does not come from faith is sin” (Romans 14:23). 
 

The person who lives by faith has unlimited potential. “All things are possible with 
God” (Matthew 19:26), and so Jesus has affirmed all things are possible to the 
one who believes (Mark 9:23). This potential is not to do whatever we please, but 

to live for God and to seek both His will and His ways. 
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VII. FAITH WORKING THROUGH LOVE 
It is hoped that these lessons have been clear on the fact that there is nothing we 

can do to earn acceptance with God. We have that unconditionally on the basis of 
Christ’s work on the cross. Any effort to obey a code of rules and regulations or 

perform religious rituals to become more acceptable to God is a denial of the 
salvation that He has offered us in Christ. Paul’s teaching about grace, God’s 
unconditional acceptance of those who trust in Christ’s atoning sacrifice on the 

cross, could be misunderstood to mean that it does not matter how we live. Paul 
never intended grace to be used as an excuse for sinning, but that under grace we 
would be set free from the bondage of sin to live a life of righteousness in 

obedience to God (read Romans 6). Grace enables us to work out our salvation as 
God works within us the desire and ability to do His will (Philippians 2:12-13). 

God gives to each of us sufficient grace for every good work (II Corinthians 9:8). 
The Lord strengthens us (II Thessalonians 2:16-17) and equips us (Hebrews 
13:20-21) for every good work. 

 
A faith that is mere belief is useless (James 2:14-26). True faith expresses itself in 

action! Although we are saved by grace through faith and not by good works 
(Ephesians 2:8-9, Titus 3:5), saving faith results in a lifestyle of good works 
(Ephesians 2:10, Titus 3:7-8). The purpose of God’s grace unto salvation was to 

redeem for Himself a people zealous for good works (Titus 2:11-14). 
 
Though we are not under the Law, the love that has been poured out in our 

hearts by the Holy Spirit (Romans 5:5) overflows out from us to fulfill the Law 
(Romans 13:8-10). This love has both a vertical (Godward) and horizontal 

(humanward) focus. Jesus summed up the whole of the Old Testament scriptures 
with the two love commands: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest 
commandment. And the second one is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All 
the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments” (Matthew 22:37-40). 

Every commandment in the New Testament is also summed up in these two. 
Thus Paul could say that keeping the externals of the Law (such as circumcision) 
were not of any real value: “The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself 
through love” (Galatians 5:6, or “faith working through love”, NASB). 
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VIII. KEEP THE ISSUE OF FAITH SIMPLE 
 

A. Mark 11:22-24 
Here is a little principle taken from Mark 11:22-24 that is easy to remember: 

Pray until the promise; pray until the provision. Step one in exercising faith 
is to pray until a promise from God’s word is spoken (rhema) to you by the 
Holy Spirit. The Spirit may lead you to a certain verse of scripture, or speak 

to you by a spiritual gift (I Corinthians 12:8-10) or simply lead you to trust in 
the Living Word Himself. Step two in exercising faith is to enter into 
thanksgiving. Thank the Lord that He has heard you and that your answer is 

on the way! 
 

B. Luke 8:50 Summary 
Do not fear. Don’t be afraid, only believe!!! 
 

 



 

Reflective Questions 
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Answers to these questions can be found in the back of the study guide.  

 

Fill in the blank 

1.  True faith is a _________________ reality; _____________ is a desire for something in 

the future. 

2.  Faith comes after _____________________ and is of the heart, not of the ____________. 

3. II Corinthians 5:7 says that we live by faith, not by ____________________.  
 
Multiple Choice: Choose the best answer from the list below: 

  A. miracles B. warfare C. potential D. word  

 

4.  We are to base our faith totally on the _________________ of God. 

5.  The person who lives by faith has unlimited _______________________. 

 
True or False 

6.  It is impossible to please God without faith. _____ 

7.  Faith is not only the way to enter a life in Christ, but also the only way we can 
continue to walk with Christ. _____ 

 
Short Answer 

8. Write down six things that cause faith to arise. 
 
 

 
 
Scripture Memorization 

9.  Write out and memorize Hebrews 11:6. 

 

 

Reflection and Prayer 

10. Another word for “faith” is “trust.” Read all of Hebrews 11. Each time you see the 

word “faith,” replace it with the word “trust.” Ask the Holy Spirit to enrich your 
understanding of what faith in God is. Write down any ways that you see faith 

differently. 
 
 

 
 



 

Answers to the Reflective Questions 
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1.  present; hope 

2.  repentance; mind 
3. sight 

4.  D – word 
5.  C – potential 
6.  True 

7.  True 
8. Preaching the Gospel; the Word; prayer; a word of testimony or exhortation; 

dreams, visions, or supernatural experiences; audible voice of God 
 



 

End Notes 
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1. Derek Prince, A Spirit-Filled Believer’s Handbook (Orlando, Florida: Creation House, 1993). 

 

 

 


