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Lesson Nine: 
Baptized in the Holy Spirit 

 

 
In the midst of the disciples’ trials and uncertainty during the time of Jesus’ death, 
Christ promised that He would send another to be with them. This is how Jesus 

comforted them about His approaching departure. They would receive another helper 
or comforter (Greek: “parakletos” meaning one called along side to help) (see John 

14:12-16, 25-26; 15:26; and 16:5-15 for details).  
 
The promised Holy Spirit will: 1) Be with us forever to comfort us. 2) Will be in us or 

dwell in us. 3) Teach us all things. 4) Bring Christ’s words to remembrance. 5) Bear 
witness of Jesus. 6) Convict the world. 7) Guide us into all truth. 8) Glorify Jesus!  
9) Give us power. 

 
 

I. THE NATURE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 

A. Third Expression of the Godhead 

 
1. The Holy Spirit is not a mere influence or power. He is the third 

personality (I John 5:6-8). 
 

2. He is a person, for He: 

a) Speaks (Act 13:2) 
b) Works (I Corinthians 12:11) 
c) Teaches (John 14:26) 

d) Guides (John 16:13) 
 

3. As in common with a human personality the Holy Spirit has the 
following characteristics: 
a) Mind (Romans 8:27) 

b) Will (I Corinthians 12:11) 
c) Intelligence (Nehemiah 9:20) 
d) Love (Romans 15:30) 

e) Grief (Ephesians 4:30) 
 

B. Symbols of the Holy Spirit in Scripture 
 

1. Dove (Matthew 3:16) 

2. Water (John 4:14, 7:38, 39) 
3. Rain (Joel 2:23) 

4. Oil (Psalm 89:20) 
5. Wind (John 3:8; Acts 2:2) 
6. Fire (Luke 3:16; Isaiah 4:4; Acts 2:3) 
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C. Names Used for the Holy Spirit 
 

1. Spirit of the Lord, Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel, Might, 
Knowledge, and Fear of the Lord (Isaiah 11:1-3) 

2. Spirit of Christ (I Peter 1:11) 
3. Spirit of Prophecy (Revelation 19:10) 
4. Spirit of Glory (I Peter 4:14) 

5. Comforter (John 14:26) 
6. Eternal Spirit (Hebrews 9:14) 
7. Spirit of Promise (Ephesians 1:13) 

 
 

II. HISTORICAL SETTING FOR THE BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 

A. Prophetic Promise of the Old Covenant 

 
1. Spirit to be poured out upon thy seed (Isaiah 44:3) 

2. Put a new Spirit within (Ezekiel 36:26) 
3. Spirit to be poured out on all flesh (Joel 2:28-29) 
4. Spirit of grace and supplication to be poured out (Zachariah 12:10) 

 
B. New Testament Testifies to the Holy Spirit Baptism 

 

1. John the Baptist pointed towards the Baptism of the Holy Spirit  
(Mark 1:8) 

2. Jesus commanded the Apostles to wait in Jerusalem to receive the Holy 
Spirit (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4-5) 

3. Peter recognizes the promise of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost 

(Acts 2:33) 
 

A. Promise for the Church of All Ages 

 
1. Key verse is Acts 2:39 declared by Peter on the Day of Pentecost. 

2. It was a promise unto you (those present). 
3. To your children (future generation). 
4. To all who afar off (all believers in Jesus in any land and in any future 

time frame).   
 

 
II. FIVE KEY ACCOUNTS IN THE BOOK OF ACTS 

The New Testament believers encountered the Holy Spirit in such a strong way 

that they are spoken of as being baptized in Him. According to John the Baptist 
the one distinctive feature of the Messiah was that He would baptize in the Holy 
Spirit (see Matthew 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; John 1:33). We have in the Book 

of Acts five key accounts of believers entering into this experience. 
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A. The Apostles and Other Disciples on the Day of Pentecost 
This account is foretold in Luke 24:49 and is in contrast to a previous 

experience recorded in John 20:22. As cited in Acts 2, when 50 (Pente) days 
after the resurrection of Jesus had come to pass, the Holy Spirit was poured 

out upon those assembled. Notice He came suddenly, though expected, with 
powerful manifestations of gifts, wind, and fire including speaking in 
tongues.  

 
B. The Samaritan Believers 

As recorded in Acts 8:4-22, Philip preached the Gospel in the city of Samaria 

(8:5-7). Many came to the Lord (8:12) and were water baptized.  Then the 
apostles came from Jerusalem (8:14-16) as none of the new converts had 

received the fullness of Spirit yet.  They laid hands on them and they 
received the Holy Spirit.  These are three full experiences of being born 
again, water baptism and empowered (baptized) by the Holy Spirit. 

 
C. Saul Who Became Paul 

Acts 9:1-19 gives the account of Saul’s conversion on the road to Damascus.  
As cited in Acts 9:17-18 Ananias referred to him as “Brother”.  Saul 
indicating he had already accepted the Lord in his dramatic Damascus 

experience.  Then Ananias laid hands on him to be filled with the Holy Spirit 
followed by water baptism.  Note the order in this situation.  Born again, 
baptized in the Spirit, water baptized.  Also realize that Saul later called 

Paul, also spoke in the gift of tongues (1 Corinthians 14:18).  
 

D. The Gentile House of Cornelius 
Acts chapters 10 and 11 tell us of the amazing account of Peter being 
divinely directed to go to the city of Caesarea to the house of Cornelius – a 

non Jewish, yet God fearing man.  Peter obeyed and preached the Good 
News of Jesus Christ. As he preached (Acts 10:44) the Holy Spirit fell upon 
all those who were listening and they began to speak in tongues (Acts 10:46).  

As a result, Peter ordered that they all be baptized in water (Acts 10:47, 48).  
Note, once again, the experiences and their order.  In this situation we are 

not certain when they believed.  Was it seconds or minutes before the Holy 
Spirit fell or simultaneously?  We do not know for sure.  But we do see that a 
wide door for the Gospel was opened, the gentiles responded with faith and 

were baptized in the Holy Spirit.  This result in these new converts speaking 
in tongues and magnifying God.  After this they were baptized in water in the 

name of Jesus Christ. 
 

E. The Ephesian Disciples 

This wonderful account is recorded in Acts 19:1-7.  Paul traveled to the city 
of Ephesus and found some disciples indicating they were already born 
again (Acts 19:1).  He asks if they had “received the Holy Spirit” but they 

were not aware there was more than what they had thus far experienced 
(Acts 19:2).  Paul proceeds to ask into what were they “baptized”.   
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They replied the baptism of repentance of John the Baptist (Acts 19:3-4).  As 
a result they were now baptized in water (Acts 19:5) followed by the laying on 

of hands for the empowering of Holy Spirit.  Note that they spoke in tongues 
and prophesied (Acts 19:6-7).  This fascinating account shows many things.  

You can be a disciple of Jesus but not yet be enlightened to the realities of 
the Holy Spirit.  In fact, this also shows that you might come progressively 
into these three experiences of being born again, water baptized and 

baptized in the Holy Spirit.  Whatever the case, just move forward, obey the 
light you have and get everything God intends for His children.   

 

.  
III. AUTHORITY AND POWER 

A main purpose for the baptism in the Holy Spirit is that we might receive power.  
The new birth brings “excusia”, authority to be children of God. As children of 
God, we have a right to our inheritance (Romans 8:14-17; Ephesians 1).  The 

baptism in the Holy Spirit brings “dunamis” power, to live as children of God (Acts 
1:8).  The new birth gives us the right to be God’s children while the baptism in 

the Holy Spirit brings us power to live effective lives as God’s kids. 
 

A. Common Manifestations 

The following are some noticeable, scriptural characteristics of when the 
disciples were baptized into or filled with the Holy Spirit: 

 
1. Power of the Spirit 
2. Giftedness of Tongues and Prophesy 

3. Boldness to Testify 
4. Drunkenness in the Spirit 

5. Fire of God 
6. Fruit of the Spirit 
7. More Light, Truth and Revelation 

8. Greater Conviction 
 

B. The Inward and Outward  

 
1. It is a complimentary inward and outward experience available to all. 

2. Outwardly, the invisible presence and power of the Holy Spirit comes 
down from above and the believer is surrounded or immersed into His 
presence and power. 

3. Inwardly, the believer drinks in the Holy Spirit like water until he is 
filled.  As he or she continues to take in, they will eventually overflow 

like a river coming forth from their inner most being. 
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C. The Outward Evidence  
With the baptism of the Holy Spirit, God has chosen to release giftedness to 

His children.  Speaking in tongues was the common outward evidence 
confirming they had received. 

 
1. Speaking in tongues was the evidence by which the apostles themselves 

received their own encounter. 

2. This was the evidence which the apostles accepted in the experience  
of others. 

3. The apostles never asked for any other alternative confirmation. 

4. No alternative evidence is ever offered to us anywhere in the  
New Testament. 

 
 
IV. HOW DOES THE BELIEVER RECEIVE THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT? 

There are two distinct methods by which the Holy Spirit was imparted: 
 

A. Sovereign Act of God 
We see this as recorded in Acts 2:2-4 and Acts 10:44-46.  But note there is 
always the coupling of Holy Spirit initiative and human response. 

 
B. Laying on of Hands 

This is demonstrated in Acts 8:14-19.  This is the common approach 

throughout church history and today.  God uses man to release His 
presence, gifts and power to others. 

  
C. The Believer Must: 
  

1. Believe it is God’s promise and is for today and for you (Acts 2:39). 
2. Prepare your heart through repentance (Acts 2:38). 
3. Ask (Luke 11:13). 

4. Have faith to receive (John 7:38-39; Galatians 3:2). 
 

 
V. BENEFITS OF RECEIVING 
 

A. Edification – Jude 20; Romans 8:26-27; I Corinthians 14:4 
B. Effective Witness – Acts 1:8 

C. Enables Fruit of the Spirit – Galatians 5:22-23  
D. Transforms the Life of the Believer – Titus 3:5; II Corinthians 3:18 

 

The baptism of the Holy Spirit is regarded as being a distinct experience from 
salvation and water baptism. The Word of God declares in John 1:33 that it is the 
ministry of Christ to baptize the believer in the Holy Spirit.  Do you want more of 

the ministry of Jesus? Then open your heart, ask with faith and receive the 
empowering of the Holy Spirit. 
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Answers to these questions can be found in the back of the study guide.  

 

Fill in the blank 

1.  Jesus comforted His disciples about His approaching departure by telling them 

that they would receive another _______________________. 

2.  The new birth gives us the right to be God’s ____________________ while the baptism 

in the Holy Spirit brings us ___________________ to live effective lives as God’s kids. 

3. Baptism in the Holy Spirit is a complimentary _____________________ and 

______________________ experience available to all.  
 
Multiple Choice: Choose the best answer from the list below: 

  A. overflow B. release C. miracles D. giftedness  

 

4.  With the baptism of the Holy Spirit, God has chosen to release ___________________ 

to His children. 

5.  If believers drink in the Holy Spirit like water until they are filled, they will 

eventually __________________ like a river coming forth from their inner most being. 
 

True or False 

6.  The ministry of Christ is to baptize the believer in the Holy Spirit. _____ 

7.  The baptism of the Holy Spirit is a distinct experience from salvation and  

water baptism. _____ 
 
Short Answer 

8. Write down the eight common manifestations of those who were baptized into  
the Holy Spirit. Circle those evident in your life if you have received the baptism. 

 

 
 

Scripture Memorization 

9.  Write out and memorize Acts 1:8. 

 

Reflection and Prayer 

10. If you have not received the baptism of the Holy Spirit, the Father gives the Holy 
Spirit to those who ASK! Write down all who the Holy Spirit is for followers of 

Christ and circle those areas you believe the Holy Spirit wants to manifest in you 
in greater measure.  



 

Answers to the Reflective Questions 

 

Lesson Nine 
1.  helper 

2.  children; power 
3.  inward; outward 
4.  D – giftedness  

5.  A – overflow  
6.  True 

7. True 
8. Power of the Spirit; giftedness of tongues and prophecy; boldness to testify; 

drunkenness in the Spirit; fire of God; fruit of the Spirit; more light, truth, and 

revelation; greater conviction 
 
 

 


